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1. Summary 
 
1.1. This report sets out the background for a meeting with invited guests to discuss issues relating to 

Digital Connectivity and London as a Smart City.  
 

 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Committee agrees the areas for consideration set out in paragraph 4.1 of the 

report and notes this report as background to the discussion with invited guests and notes 

the subsequent discussion. 

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chairman, in consultation with the Deputy 

Chair, to agree any output from the Committee’s meeting on the review of the work of the 

Digital Connectivity and London as a Smart City and any additional activity to support the 

Committee’s scrutiny investigation. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 In 2017 the Regeneration Committee investigated digital connectivity in London, noting the 

importance for London’s people and businesses.  In its 2017 report, Digital Connectivity in London1, 

the Regeneration Committee found that London’s economic productivity and international 

competitiveness face a significant threat in the form of poor digital connectivity.  The report found 

that the capital is poorly served, suffering from ‘notspots’ or ‘digital deserts’ due to a lack of fibre 

connections and poor 4G coverage. 

 

3.2 Since the report, the Mayor has appointed a Chief Digital Officer and published his Smarter London 

Together roadmap, setting out how the Mayor will collaborate with the capital's boroughs and 

services from Transport for London to the NHS, as well as the tech community, universities and other 

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/digital-connectivity-
london 
 

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/digital-connectivity-london
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/digital-connectivity-london


    

 

 

cities to make London a smart city. In addition, a dedicated programme ‘Connected London’ has been 

set up to tackle the city’s poor digital connectivity. 

  

3.3 The purpose of this meeting is to receive an update on the plans and delivery for London’s smarter 

future, including tackling poor digital connectivity, and to probe how digital connectivity and ‘smart 

city’ ambitions underpin London’s prosperity and good growth. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 Members may wish to consider: 

 The delivery of improved digital connectivity and progress made by the Chief Digital Officer 

and Greater London Authority (GLA) teams;  

 How does digital connectivity, or lack of, impact businesses? 

 What progress has been made in relation to the Smart London Together, the Mayor’s roadmap 

to transform London into the smartest city in the world and what is the role of the Smart 

London Board and London Office of Technology and Innovation in this.  

 

Invited guests 

4.2 The following guests have been invited to the meeting: 

 Theo Blackwell, Chief Digital Officer, Greater London Authority;  

 Councillor Jonathan Glanz, Westminster City Council; 

 Sara Kelly, Principal Policy Officer for Digital Connectivity, GLA; 

 Other guests to be confirmed. 

 

4.3 The Committee is recommended to delegate authority to the Chairman, in consultation with the 

Deputy Chair, to agree any output from the meeting. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
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